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Template 4: National Qualifications Framework 

 

Organization (full 
legal name): 

Sustainable Development Management Institute 

 

Country: France 

 

Developments concerning the National Qualifications Framework 

Some aspects to take into account (if applicable): 
- National Qualifications System; 
- Structure of the NQF; 
- Legislation regulating the NQF; 
- Descriptors of the qualification levels in the NQF; 
- Correspondence between national qualification levels and EQF levels. 

Qualifications awarded by the State and placed under the responsibility of ministries (education, higher education, 

employment, agriculture, health…) – around 15000 degrees. Qualifications awarded by private and public 
educational institutions having received an agreement of the national body in charge and registered in a national 
list (CNCP) – around 1500 diplomas- Qualifications awarded by professional sectors having received an 
agreement from social partners, - around 500 certificates. 

Structure:  

- The CPC (Consultative Professional Commissions) for secondary diplomas awarded by ministries. 
- The National Commissions for HE (CNESER), engineers’ diplomas (CTI) or for Business Schools 
- The CNCP for qualifications awarded by private or public institutions without reference to a State degree 
- The Commissions for employment (CPNE) for certificates awarded by sectors 

 

Identification of 5 levels: 

They are identified based for the first one on the hierarchy of qualifications, with a first try for the second to 
establish a link with the level of activity 

 
- V First level of vocational qualification (CAP – BEP) 
- IV Level Baccalauréat 
- III Level Technician degree 
- II Level Bachelor or equivalent 
- I Level Master/Engineer degree 

 
For the above qualifications, it is required to demonstrate: 

- The responsibility and/or legal competence of all relevant national bodies involved in the referencing 
process (N°1) 

- That there is a clear and demonstrable link between the national qualifications framework and the level 
descriptors of EQF (N°2) 

- That national frameworks and their qualifications are based on learning outcomes (N°3) 
- That the processes for including qualifications in NQFs are transparent (N°4) 
- That national quality assurance systems refer to NQFs (N°5) 
- Agreement of Quality Assurance bodies (N°6) 
- Involvement of international experts (N°7) 
- Certification by the competent national body (bodies) of referencing of the national framework with the 

EQF (N°8) 
- Registered in the official EQF platform public listing of countries having completed the referencing process 

(N°9) 
- Clear reference to the EQF level on all new qualification certificates, diplomas and Europass 

documents (N°10) 
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In addition, there are following criterion:  
 

 Criterion 1: All documents linked to the NQF are discussed by competent bodies or institutions and 
published in the « Journal Officiel ». 

 Criterion 2: 
- A clear correspondence between descriptors of the EQF and descriptors of the NQF has been set up 
- However, as the French Qualifications Framework is based on the traditional framework, difficulties have 

been met in classifying some qualifications which were between two levels. A provisional decision has 
been taken by actors in charge of the referencing process to guarantee the relevant level. 

 Criterion 3 
- Validation of non-formal and informal learning is practiced since years, and especially since 2002 with a 

law making compulsory validation of experiential learning for all qualifications registered in the Repertoire. 
Partial or full qualifications can be awarded by this way 

 Criterion 4 
- Registration in the Repertoire is based on an official document published in the “Journal Officiel”. 
- Decision criteria are public. Educational institutions may appeal to the administrative court 

 

 Criteria 5 and 6 
- Quality assurance procedures in HE refer to EQF 
- Regarding qualifications not presented by the ministries, the accreditation process of the CNCP is usually 

considered as a quality assurance procedure 
- The positioning decision in NQF is of the responsibility of the CNCP 
- The attachment of a qualification to a level needs an agreement from Quality Assurance Agencies when 

existing for this qualification. 

 Criterion 7 
- Two international experts have been involved in the referencing process. 

 

 Criterion 9 
- The referencing report is sent to the EQF Advisory Group after the official presentation 

 Criterion 10 
- All qualifications awarded will mention the level in NQF and the level in EQF. 
- The diploma or certificate supplement is part of the file registered in the RNCP 
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National Coordination Point 
for the implementation of 
the EQF: 

The French Commission nationale de la certification professionnelle (CNCP – 
national committee for professional certification) 

 

National Coordination Point 
for the implementation of 
the ECVET: 

Agence Erasmus+ France / Education et formation 

 

Related Links: 

 

http://www.agence-erasmus.fr/en/index.php  

 

 

http://www.agence-erasmus.fr/en/index.php
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Developments concerning the National Catalog of Qualifications 

Some aspects to take into account (if applicable): 
- Organization and structure of the NCQ; 
- VET modalities included in the NCQ (e.g. VET courses for Youths are included in the NCQ?); 
- EQF levels of the qualifications integrated in the NCQ; 
- Methodology used in the conception of the NCQ qualifications (e.g. Are the qualifications based in 

Learning Outcomes? Are the qualifications organized in Units of Learning Outcomes?). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Related Links: 
Information is available on the website of the National Committee for Professional 
Certification (CNCP). http://www.cncp.gouv.fr  

 

 

 

http://www.cncp.gouv.fr/

