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Functioning of the National Educational System

Brief description regarding the functioning of the National Educational System.
Some aspects to take into account:

- Compulsory Education;

- Grade Levels / EQF Levels / Duration / Ages;
- Modalities to conclude each Grade Level;

- Legal organizations.

School education is compulsory for children aged between six and sixteen; this obligation covers both
elementary education (elementary school) and the first four years (college) of secondary education.

Higher education is divided into three cycles or stages: the Premier cycle, two-year course up to DEUG (Dipléme
universitaire d’enseignement général) level; the Deuxieme cycle, third year up to the licence followed by the one-
year maitrise; and the Troisieme cycle or higher postgraduate study beginning with the Dipldme d’études
approfondies (DEA) or with the Dipléme d’études supérieures spécialisées - DESS (diploma in an applied
subject).

The Grandes écoles of engineering and business administration. These are competitive-entrance higher
education institutions offering either four or five-year courses directly after the Baccalauréat or three-year
courses after two years of classe préparatoire (preparatory class) during which students prepare for the entrance
examinations to the Grandes écoles.

Vocational training lasts two to three years after the Baccalauréat. Courses may be taken in the Sections de
techniciens supérieurs - STS (Advanced technicians sections) where students prepare for the Brevet de
technicien supérieur - BTS (vocational training certificate for advanced technicians) and are also taught by the
Instituts universitaires de technologie - IUT (polytechnics).

European Qualification
France UK USA
Framework
High School
EQF Level 3 Baccalaureat A Level :
Diploma
BTS/DUT :
EQF Levels 4, 5 , HND/HNC Bachelor's
(Bac+2)
. Bachelor's
EQF Level 6 Licence (Bac+3) Masters
Degree
EQF Level 7 Mastére (Bac+=5) |Master's Degree |Doctorate
Doctorat .
EQF Level 8 , Doctorate Higher Doctorate
{(Bac+8)

MINISTERE DE L'EDUCATION NATIONALE, DE L'ENSEIGNEMENT SUPERIEUR ET DE LA RECHERCHE
(Ministry of Education) 110 rue de Grenelle — 75357 Paris SP 07

Agence Erasmus+ France / Education et formation
24-25, quai des Chartrons 33080 Bordeaux Cedex
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Vocational Education and Training
Brief description regarding the national VET system, focused on Youths.

Some aspects to take into account:
- Modalities / Grade Levels / EQF Levels / Duration / Ages;
- Legal organizations.

french Education level Equivalent European
classification International Qualifications
Classification Framework
CITE(2) level

Level V short secondary level vocational qualification such, 3c 3

as the Certificat d"aptitude professionnelle - CAP
Level IV baccalauréat professionnei(vocational baccalaureate) 3 4

type diploma
Level I a bacs2 |baccalaureate plus 2 years of higher education) 5b 5

type diploma such as the brevet de technicien
supéneur (BTS){higher vocational training certificate)
orthe dipléme universitaire de technologie (DUT)(1)
{undergraduate diploma in technology).

Level Il bachelor type diploma such as the licence 6 ]
professionnelle vocational degree (1)

Level | amasters type diploma 6 Tet8
{such as the ingénieur diploma) and doctorate {1).

{1) Thase diplomas are awarded by the Ministry for Higher Education and Reseaich
{2} Intemational Standard Classification of Education (ISCED) created by UNESCD, oniginal name given.

France has made changes to its system of vocational education and qualification.
Hence, the national vocational diplomas, divided into five levels, validate skills and
knowledge that can be gained through three routes:

- Initial vocational education: it follows on from general education and prepares young people for qualified
employment as anything from a blue collar worker to an engineer.

- Continuous vocational training: this is aimed at all categories of active adults, employees, job seekers,
civil servants, freelance workers, entrepreneurs. It allows them to build on or gain a recognised standard
of qualification.

- The validation des acquis de I'expérience (VAE) or Accreditation of Life Experience: this allows
vocational qualifications to be gained through the recognition of skills and learning obtained through paid
or unpaid work. These different routes make it possible to meet the needs of different people seeking
qualifications, whatever their age, educational standard or experience.

The Educational authorities are; The State (Ministry of National Education), Regional Government
(Regions/Departments) and Professional bodies.

More information available at : http://eduscol.education.fr/pid23163-cid47119/la-collection.html
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