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Developments concerning the National Qualifications Framework

Some aspects to take into account (if applicable):
- National Qualifications System;

- Structure of the NQF;
Legislation regulating the NQF;
Descriptors of the qualification levels in the NQF;
Correspondence between national qualification levels and EQF levels.

Qualifications awarded by the State and placed under the responsibility of ministries (education, higher education,

employment, agriculture, health...) — around 15000 degrees. Qualifications awarded by private and public
educational institutions having received an agreement of the national body in charge and registered in a national
list (CNCP) — around 1500 diplomas- Qualifications awarded by professional sectors having received an
agreement from social partners, - around 500 certificates.

Structure:

- The CPC (Consultative Professional Commissions) for secondary diplomas awarded by ministries.

- The National Commissions for HE (CNESER), engineers’ diplomas (CT]I) or for Business Schools

- The CNCP for qualifications awarded by private or public institutions without reference to a State degree
- The Commissions for employment (CPNE) for certificates awarded by sectors

Identification of 5 levels:

They are identified based for the first one on the hierarchy of qualifications, with a first try for the second to
establish a link with the level of activity

-V First level of vocational qualification (CAP — BEP)
- IV Level Baccalauréat

- lll Level Technician degree

- Il Level Bachelor or equivalent

- | Level Master/Engineer degree

For the above qualifications, it is required to demonstrate:
- The responsibility and/or legal competence of all relevant national bodies involved in the referencing
process (N°1)
- That there is a clear and demonstrable link between the national qualifications framework and the level
descriptors of EQF (N°2)
- That national frameworks and their qualifications are based on learning outcomes (N°3)
- That the processes for including qualifications in NQFs are transparent (N°4)
- That national quality assurance systems refer to NQFs (N°5)
- Agreement of Quality Assurance bodies (N°6)
- Involvement of international experts (N°7)
- Certification by the competent national body (bodies) of referencing of the national framework with the
EQF (N°8)
- Registered in the official EQF platform public listing of countries having completed the referencing process
(N°9)
Clear reference to the EQF level on all new qualification certificates, diplomas and Europass
documents (N°10)
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In addition, there are following criterion:

Criterion 1: All documents linked to the NQF are discussed by competent bodies or institutions and
published in the « Journal Officiel ».

Criterion 2:

A clear correspondence between descriptors of the EQF and descriptors of the NQF has been set up
However, as the French Qualifications Framework is based on the traditional framework, difficulties have
been met in classifying some qualifications which were between two levels. A provisional decision has
been taken by actors in charge of the referencing process to guarantee the relevant level.

Criterion 3

Validation of non-formal and informal learning is practiced since years, and especially since 2002 with a
law making compulsory validation of experiential learning for all qualifications registered in the Repertoire.
Partial or full qualifications can be awarded by this way

Criterion 4

Registration in the Repertoire is based on an official document published in the “Journal Officiel”.

Decision criteria are public. Educational institutions may appeal to the administrative court

Criteria 5 and 6

Quality assurance procedures in HE refer to EQF

Regarding qualifications not presented by the ministries, the accreditation process of the CNCP is usually
considered as a quality assurance procedure

The positioning decision in NQF is of the responsibility of the CNCP

The attachment of a qualification to a level needs an agreement from Quality Assurance Agencies when
existing for this qualification.

Criterion 7

Two international experts have been involved in the referencing process.

Criterion 9

The referencing report is sent to the EQF Advisory Group after the official presentation
Criterion 10

All qualifications awarded will mention the level in NQF and the level in EQF.

The diploma or certificate supplement is part of the file registered in the RNCP
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I-Doctorat Doctoral programmes 8
(Doctorats)
I-Master Master degrees (Masfer) 7
Degrees in engineering (e d ingéniewr )
Il-grade Bachelor programmes (Licences) 6
i Vocational bachelor (Licence professionelie)
i} Undergraduate technician certificates 5

(Brevet de fechnicien supéneur — BTS)

Undergraduate technician cerlificates in agricufture
(Brevet de technicien supéneur agricole — BTSA}

Undergraduate certificates in technology
(Diplome universitaire de technologie— DUT)

Master qualifications
(Breve s de maltnse) issued by Chambre des métiers

|'] Vocational baccalaureates (Baccalauréats professionnels) 4
Technological baccalaureates (Baccalauréats fechnologiques)
Professional certificates (Brevef professionnels)
Applied arts certificates (Brevet des métiers d’art)
Technician certificates (Brevet de fechnician )

'} Secondary vocational certificates 3
(Certificat o’ aptitude professionnelle — CAP)

Secondary vocational certificates in agriculture
(Certificat d"aptifude professionnelle agricole — CAPA:

Brevef d'éfudes professionnelles — BEP;
Brevef d'éfudes professionnelles agncoles — BEPA)

MNo French qualifications and certificates at this level 2

NEUTQEIRS ol (o IIEI NIl The French Commission nationale de la certification professionnelle (CNCP —
for the implementation of national committee for professional certification)
the EQF:

National Coordination Point
for the implementation of

Agence Erasmus+ France / Education et formation
the ECVET:

Related Links: http://www.agence-erasmus.fr/en/index.php
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Developments concerning the National Catalog of Qualifications
Some aspects to take into account (if applicable):

Related Links:

Organization and structure of the NCQ;

VET modalities included in the NCQ (e.g. VET courses for Youths are included in the NCQ?);

EQF levels of the qualifications integrated in the NCQ;
Methodology used in the conception of the NCQ qualifications (e.g. Are the qualifications based in
Learning Outcomes? Are the qualifications organized in Units of Learning Outcomes?).

Level definition

Learning outcomes

v Personnel holding jobs normally
requiring a level of training
equivalent to that of the vocational
studies certificate (BEP) or the
certificate of vocational ability
(CAP), and by assimilation, the
level 1 certificate of vocational
fraining for adults (CFPA).

This level correspends to full
qualification for carrying out a specific
activity with the ability to use the
corresponding instruments and
techniques. This activity mainly
concerns execution work, which can
be autonemous within the limits of the
techniques involved.

v Personnel holding jobs at a
supervisory highly skilled worker
level and able to provide proof of a
level of training equivalent to that
of the vocational certificate (BP),
technical certificate (BT),
vocational baccalaureate or
technological baccalaureate.

A level 4 gualification involves a higher
level of theoretical knowledge than the
previous level. This activity concems
mainly technical work that can be
executed autonomously andfor involve
supervisory and coordination
responsibilities.

1 Personnel holding jobs normally
requiring a level of training
equivalent to that of a diploma from
a University Institute of Technology
(DUT) or a technology certificate
(BTS) or a certificate
corresponding to the end of the
first higher education cycle.

A level 3 qualification corresponds to
higher levels of knowledge and
abilities, but without involving mastery
of the fundamental scientific principles
for the fields concerned. The
knowledge and abilities required
enable the person concerned to
assume, autonomously or
independently, responsibilities in
design and/or supervision andior
management.

1l Personnel holding jobs normally
requiring a level of training
comparable to that of a bachelor or
master's degree.

At this level, exercise of a salaned or
independent vocational activity
involves mastery of the fundamental
scientific principles for the profession,
generally leading to autonomy in
exercising that activity.

1 Personnel helding jobs normally
requiring a level of training above
that of a master’s degree.

As well as confimed knowledge of the
fundamental scientific principles for a
vocational activity, a level 1
qualification requires mastery of
design or research processes.

Information is available on the website of the National Committee for Professional
Certification (CNCP). http://www.cncp.gouv.fr
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